
Get all the help you need 
online at 
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HOW TO
CHANGE A
DOOR LOCK

Whether you’ve moved house 
or lost a key there’s no need to 
call in a locksmith when you can 
be one yourself.



For more Easy As Guides visit mitre10.co.nz

Limitation of Liability
This project planner has been produced to provide basic information 
and our experienced staff  are available to answer any questions you 
may have. Because this planner is general in nature, neither your 
Mitre 10 supplier nor their staff  are responsible for the application 
of these design principles in any particular case, as the contents of 
this brochure may need to be modifi ed for the particular site and 
circumstances.
Mitre 10 is not responsible for the quality of work carried out on 
the goods by the consumer and is not responsible for the design or 
construction of any structure in which the goods are incorporated.
Where applicable consumers should ensure that they comply with 
The New Zealand Building Code and/or Local Body Bylaws in respect 
of any such structures.
Consumers are advised to call a qualifi ed tradesman such as a builder, 
electrician or plumber where expert services are required.
Mitre 10 will not be liable for any consequential loss howsoever 
arising from the use of goods sold, nor for any loss caused by 
defective or inadequate structures in which goods are incorporated.

HOW TO
  Start by fi nding out what size lock you need. 
Measure the ‘backset’ of your door and the size 
of the hole in your door – backset is the distance 
from the edge of the door to the center of the 
door lock. It is generally 60mm but some doors 
have a 75mm backset. Some locks sold nowadays 
have an adjustable backset so can be either 60 or 
75mm.

  Remove the screws from your existing lock and 
pull the lock out. If you can’t see any screws 
holding the lock together, they will be under a 
cover plate which you can fl ick off  using a fl at 
screwdriver. 

  Take the screws out of the lock faceplate in the 
edge of the door and slide the old lock cylinder 
out.

  Insert the new cylinder and screw the faceplate 
into place. If the holes are too big for the screws 
and they don’t grip in place put a matchstick in 
the hole alongside the thread of the screw, as this 
will increase the grip and help it stick.

  Slot in the lock through the cylinder and screw 
into place.

  Check the lock is working properly and the job’s 
done.

 Mitre 10 Handy Hints:
• Some deadlocks and front door locks have 

little prongs that need to be aligned together 
correctly when fitting the lock on either side 
of the door. Generally you will see an arrow 
stamped on the inside of the lock to indicate 
the right way up the lock should sit.

MATERIALS:
  New door lock

TOOLS:
  Screw drivers

  Ruler

WHAT YOU’LL NEED
Take this into store with you to make 
sure you get everything in one trip. 
For this project the following materials 
and equipment are required:


